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Byers Gill Solar. Post Hearing Sumission
ISH7 'Environmental Affairs'. Cumulative Effect.
Note I signed in to speak at the relevant hearing but my transport
was unavailable so I did not attend.Below is what I would have said
had I been able to travel. This is a deadline 6 submission.
Myra McKeown representing the Mckeown family.
Focus: 'The Cumulative Effect deriving from Developments'
panel 'A'; Brafferton, part of the Byers Gill Solar Plan.
Note: for purposes of identification I will refer to the largest 
satellite site on the above panel as ' the spur'.
Brafferton, a central part of Panel 'A' is no stranger to development.
[APP-083]. The coming of solar renewables to this area 'fills' in the
gaps already created on a strategic corridor which envelops this village. This corridor on both sides of the village carries
seven
routes of different types and there are essential for the functioning 
of north-east England.
the first to the left is the River Skerne, which is formed from the melt
of the glacier. There are links between this river and the challenge 
of water on panel 'A'. The Skerne's flood plains and erratic tributaries
are a key factor on the nature of panel 'A'.
The first land-based routes were formed by post Ice Age hunters who
making their way round the glacier followed the Brafferton ridge.
The Romans often used the routes already there and so it is that
the line of the Catkill Lane, identified by Durham County Council
Archealogists and in the Spur site, was formed as an invader route.
Brafferton has a strong medieval character as on the basis of good
trading they survived the Dark Ages.
By the side of Brafferton is the Main Line Railway. Again the watery
surroundings were conquered to create this Line, the third of these
essential routes. The A1M came in the 1960s. Both went direct across the footprint of the glacier. One was succesful and
that was 
rail: the other may yet prove to have diificulties. In 2023 for instance
the Skerne rose on the Carrs and the resultant water crept towards
this important road.
In solar terms why is it that future climatic change does not feature enough in their estimations?
To the east of Brafferton the rregional broadband though somewhat
wandering on its has survived, similarly the National Grid with its
lack of deed excavation. However those handling the important gasline actually on' the Spur site found it the operation to
be very
difficult in the 1950s.
Here is a snap shot of the intense development pressure on this area
and even then it does not include the Darlington North Link Road as 
proposed for spades in the ground uin 2026 by the current Mayor of the Tees Valley combines Combined Authority. this
road has two aims: to build up the Ketton Valley to Brafferton and to releif the HGV traffic in and around Darlington. So
there is already evidence of many cumulative factors.
Indeed housing was an option as recently within oour present decade when options were out for the very land south of
Brafferton
which is proposed by Byers Gill as their mains site.
Solar started to take the rest of any developable land in c.2020
I was then that Whinfield set out an extremely environmentally driven solar for the north of Lime Lane. It was welcomed
and processed 
quickly through the planning authorities involved.
At that very same moment the DNLR (SNNR) set out a revised plan
as one of two only option routes. This went to public consultation
during Covid.
The space left now to develop on reasinable ground was now limited.
Into that space came Byers Gill adjacent to the new line for the DNLR. High House Farm is enclosed by these three.
Cumulative effect by proximity. 3 more major developments and the twists and turns of past developments had led to them
being placed closely together.
In [RR515] as owners of High House Farm we did not raise this plethora of development on the grounds of proximity.
Instead we 
related our concerns to the glint and glare which would inhabit the 
space around our tenants as they worked in the fields.
There follows an update on that situation of cumulative impact.
Whinfield has changed hands twice since sold by the developers.
Most of the mitigating features on our sommon boundaries have yet
to appear. They were numerous ranging from tree replacement to
generous hedge provision. Now in the turmoil of changing hands so frequently we not expect any provison. My tenants are
now in an
adverse situation regarding the phenomena known as glint and glare.



Is there no regulation or monitoring of mitigation regarding solar?
Whinfield is 114 metres to the north and Byers Gill is 118 metres to the south.
It is obvious at some point the strategic corridor will shrink and should the DNLR and Byers Gill effect the same plans
which they can here then they will inhabit the same land.
The site of the 'spur' is a steep sided valley and now in the latest
manifestation of mitigation by RWE we expect there to be a strengthening of the hedges only, not trees as indicated in
earlier planes. Those who live at High House Farm have witnessed a gradual chipping away of what is nothing more than
promises.
Promises that fall to cost-cutting.What value is there placed on mitigation? Solar companies appear intent on working in
their 
own 'vacuum'.
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